Collaborative Online Learning: 15 Activities for Engaging students in Online Classes.

Nothing is more frustrating to a teacher than lack of attention from students. You have spent several weeks or even months working on some project that you thought would be a breakthrough, but nothing happens. Situations like this are very common in modern learning because a lack of interest to engage in teamwork is widespread. 
When a group of two or more students work together to complete an activity, discuss a question, or collaborate on a task, we call it collaborative learning. The intended consequence of accomplishing tasks together is to help students learn the complexities of solving a problem and promote deeper learning through doing.
Group work not only helps students learn the course material better; it also provides opportunities to develop additional skills. While working in groups, students need to harness group members' strengths, address group learning needs, manage time, divide a large project into small tasks, cooperate, negotiate, resolve conflicts, and reach consensus. These are useful skills in collaborative workspaces and future careers.
In this article, I will introduce you to 7 online collaborative tools that can help you to solve the issue of lack of interest for good.
When I talk about online collaborative tools, I refer to web-based tools that enable teachers and students to perform a wide range of tasks, such as interactive discussions, online collaboration activities, sharing and accessing electronic learning resources, and many more others. Here is the collection of great online collaborative tools that I have gathered for you, enjoy!
Padlet
The first tool on my list is a great one for sharing digital content and improving the engagement of the students. It has two versions (for school and for business), and provides a controlled learning environment that helps the teacher to enhance the writing process. Here are some of the functions you can perform with Padlet:
Teachers can create special brainstorm sessions where they invite students to discuss some topics, all with excellent opportunities provided by Padlet, such as sharing Internet findings, ideas, and visual aids.
Book review sessions are another great lesson idea. Create a session dedicated to a book and invite the students to share their reviews and comment on the ideas of others.
Students can use Padlet as a portfolio for showcasing their best school projects on their profile.
It has a feedback tool to provide an assessment of students’ work.
Links to various multimedia resources are provided.
TodaysMeet
This is a toolbox for teachers that takes classroom management to another level. With TodaysMeet, this task becomes so much easier because of a wide variety of available functions. They include:
Discussion forums
Empowerment of students by letting them have some teaching responsibilities
Possibility of including an unlimited number of students to the class
Meetings
Presentations
Online seminars
Movies and silent activities
Review of work by classmates
Socrative
Virtualizing student content has never been easier! Socrative is an innovative platform for teachers and students that is essentially an application for effective classroom management. The developers of this great app have put a special emphasis on having fun and on interactive activities, which are perfect for increasing the engagement of students. The features of Socrative are below.
Activities that engage students
Quizzes featuring the most interesting topics from the lesson
Reporting to enhance the students’ understanding of the class on an individual level
Chat and discussion rooms to promote online collaboration
“Space Race” feature that encourages friendly competition among students with intergalactic quiz bowl
Feedback to improve the experience of the students throughout the course

Please follow the link to continue reading
https://englishforyoutheteachersvoice.blogspot.com/2020/08/6-collaborative-tools-to-engage-teens.html
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

